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Once upon a time, there was a shoemaker and his wife. They were kind, but nobody bought their shoes anymore, so they were very poor. They only had a piece of cloth left to make one last pair of shoes. To make him feel a little better, his wife said, "Don't worry too much! Things will get better soon! Leave the cloth on the table for now. You can sew the shoes tomorrow. Let's go to bed!"
Four little elves were peeking through the window and heard what they were saying. They felt sorry for the kind man. “Let’s help the poor shoemaker!” they said. These smart and skilled elves flew into the house through the window. They took the last piece of cloth on the table. Then, they began cutting, sewing, and making it beautiful. Before morning, they made a beautiful pair of shoes and flew away.
In the morning, the shoemaker and his wife were so surprised. They saw the pretty little shoes on the table. “Who made these? They are so lovely!” said the shoemaker. “Wow, they look fantastic!” said his wife. They quickly put the shoes on display in the shop window. 
Soon, a businessman saw the shoes and immediately made the decision to buy them. He asked for more shoes, but the shoemaker explained that he didn't have enough cloth to make them. Therefore, the businessman gave him some money to buy cloth. This could help the shoemaker make another two pairs of shoes. That night, too, the shoemaker left the cloth on the table before going to bed. The elves returned.
Before morning, the little elves made two pairs of shoes that were just as beautiful as the first one. This kept happening for many more nights. Every morning, the shoemaker waited for the wonderful shoes. But, the shoemaker and his wife were puzzled. They didn't know what was happening. “I want to know who the helping friends are. We must thank them for their kindness,” the shoemaker said. They decided to stay awake all night and hide behind the door. They wanted to find out who was making the shoes for them.
As they waited and waited, finally, they saw some little elves fly in. They were laughing and singing while they were making shoes. “How lucky we are! We should give something back as a gift in return! Oh, no! Their clothes are torn! Let’s make new clothes for them,” the wife said. They both worked very hard to make the best clothes, and even the cutest pair of shoes, for the kind elves. The following night, they left the gifts on the table for the elves.
When the elves came, they were very happy and excited to see the new clothes and shoes. They danced and sang joyfully, then flew out of the window with a smile, and never to be seen again. The shoemaker kept making the best shoes in town and sold them. He and his wife would never forget the kind elves who helped them when they were in need.
